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The starting point for SMARTLAND is the TEN-T, the major project that aims to
create a single European transport space based on an integrated, multimodal
and transnational network among land, sea, and air transport that includes and
connects all EU member states in an interoperable manner.

The TEN-T network thus promotes the achievement of EU goals for sustainable
mobility, while at the same time contributing to the proper functioning of the
internal market and to economic, social and territorial cohesion.

The network, according to the latest revision, consists of 9 corridors, which in
turn intersect, in addition to national and regional railway systems, two other
long-distance networks: EuroVelo, the 19 cycle routes a that unite the entire
continent, and E-paths, the backbone of European pedestrian routes,
connecting national and regional footpaths.

The wide area

Piedmont and Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes are two core regions in Europe, with
much in common: both have stunning Alpine landscapes, a rich gastronomic
tradition and cultural history, and are renowned for their manufacturing
industries.

Located in northwest Italy, Piedmont is Italy's second largest region and it’s
surrounded on three sides by the Alps, including Monviso - where the river Po
rises - and Monte Rosa. Piedmont is a combination of art, history and nature, of
extraordinary landscapes and offers a wide range of cultural, sports and leisure
activities. The region also boasts an excellent gastronomic and wine tradition
and is the birthplace of the Slow Food movement. Piedmont's main city is Turin,
first capital of Italy, today the heart of a metropolitan area with almost two
million inhabitants. It represents the third largest economic and productive
area in the country and is one of the major university and scientific centres in
Italy, as well as a major city for tourists and for cultural events. It is the hub of
the Italian automotive industry, an important centre of publishing, banking and
insurance, information technologies, food and wine, aerospace, industrial
design and sport.

Situated in south-eastern France, Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes is the second most
populous region in France and it’s surrounded by the Massif Central in the west
to the Alps in the east, with the Rhone valley at its centre. The region is a hub
of outdoor activities, offering skiing, hiking, and stunning views. Major cities
like Lyon contribute to its reputation as a gastronomic haven, famous for its
traditional bouchons and culinary innovation. The main city is Lyon, third most
populated city in France, with over 2 million inhabitants residing in the
metropolitan area. Lyon is a development centre at European level: all the
industrial sectors are present, but the city’s international reputation is
particularly linked to mechanics, textiles and chemistry. Lyon is one of the
largest university and cultural centres in France. Its strategic role is linked to its
position between the north and south of the country and it boasts a state-of-
the-art freight and passenger transport system.

The tunnels

Inaugurated in 1871, the Fréjus historical railway Tunnel consists of a single 13.7-
km-long tube between Bardonecchia (Italy) and Modane (France). Still
operational today, it reaches 1,300 meters of altitude and has no evacuation
tunnel or ventilation system. Although high-speed trains and freight trains pass
through the tunnel, it doesn’t fully comply with international standards in
terms of performance and safety, which is why it is considered a real
bottleneck by railway operators.

The future Mont Cenis base tunnel in construction is a 57-km-long bi-tube that
will allow trains to travel at plain level (about 500 m) between Susa (Italy) and
Saint-Jean-de-Maurienne (France) while also crossing the mountains, making
railway transport more competitive. When the base tunnel will become
operational, the historical tunnel will not be abandoned but will be used for
tourism connections between the Susa and the Maurienne Valleys.

The Fréjus historical railway tunnel (© TELT historical collection L’Univers
Illustré Paris, 1871)
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Lower valley, middle valley, upper valley

The Alpine area of the Susa and Maurienne valleys has been divided into three
zones: the lower valley with an altitude between 500 and 1,000 m, the middle
valley with an altitude between 1,000 and 1,500 m and the upper valley with an
altitude from 1,500 m upwards.

Attractions:Attractions: Between the Alps and the plains, the Susa and the Maurienne
Valleys offer unexpected places that you can discover on foot, by train, by car
or by bicycle: you can observe nature and biodiversity by crossing the parks,
mountains and alpine routes, and immerse yourself in history by visiting the
ancient military and religious buildings that mark this territory between Italy
and France.

Food:Food: The culinary richness of Italy and France can be found in the Alpine
territories of the Susa and the Maurienne Valleys, which do not fail to offer
visitors a taste of their food specialities: from Alpine pasture cheeses, which
can often be bought directly from the producers, to polenta in its various
versions. Not forgetting honey, liqueurs and of course sweets, such as Modane
bread and Susa focaccia, to be enjoyed during a day in the open air.

Museums:Museums: Art and culture intertwine between the Susa and the Maurienne
Valleys, recounting these borderlands through the centuries. Museums and
ecomuseums dwell on the stories of the men and women who inhabited or
passed through these cross-border territories working the land and trading.
Sacred art traces through objects, sculptures and iconographies the religious
history that you can discover crossing the two Valleys.

Sports:Sports: For extreme sports enthusiasts, but also for those who want to
indulge in more traditional activities, the territories between the Susa and the
Maurienne Valleys offer several choices in summer and winter. You can
discover some breathtaking places by trekking or mountain biking, stop to fish
in the alpine lakes or relax with yoga and golf after a horseback ride. And in
winter, snow awaits you with some of the most impressive ski trails and slopes
in the Alps.

Lower valley
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Attractions in the lower valley

Abbazia di Novalesa
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Food in the lower valley

Focaccia di Susa

© Mattia Boero - Punto Rec Studios

Welcome to SMARTLAND
The brand-new approach to

multimodal Alpine cross-border
connection in Europe

This cartographic project marks the points of contact
between the four major networks: TEN-T, major national and

regional railways, Eurovelo and E-paths. The possibility of
alternating trains, bicycles and long-distance trekking allows
exploring the area between the Susa Valley in Italy and the

Maurienne Valley in France, where the works for the
international section of the new Lyon-Turin freight and

passenger railway line are being developed, in a new and
environmentally friendly way.

SMARTLAND by TELT

https://www.visitpiemonte.com/en
https://www.auvergnerhonealpes-tourisme.com/en/
https://frolicking-paprenjak-df45fa.netlify.app/


Museums in the lower valley

Pinacoteca G.A. Levis
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Sports in the lower valley

Centro equestre
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Middle valley

© Jean-Marc Blache

Attractions in the middle valley

Chapelle St pierre d’extravaches
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Food in the middle valley

Pain de Modane

Museums in the middle valley

Ecomuseo delle Terre al Confine (Moncenisio)

Sports in the middle valley

Parcobranche du diable Avrieux
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Upper valley
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Attractions in the upper valley
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Explore map
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Col du Galibier Saint Michel Maurienne

Food in the upper valley

Polenta (© Carlotta A. Buracchi)

Sports in the upper valley

Voie d'escalade l'ecole buissonnière
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